MICROSCOPE
LESSON 12

Funsus Forest

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE A MICROSCOPIC FOREST
THAT LOOKS LIKE IT'S FROM AN ALIEN WORLD?

WHAT You NEED! Pocker microscope anp 2 PETRI
DISHES, YOU WILL ALSO NEED TO SUPPLY HALF A SLICE OF BREAD, 2
TEASPOONS OF WATER, AND SOME DUST, ALSO A PIECE OF TAPE.

WuaT To DO: Tear YOUR HALE SLICE OF BREAD INTO TWO PIECES THAT WILL FIT IN THE PETRI DISHES.
PuT THE BREAD IN THE PETRI DISHES. POUR A TEASPOON OF WATER ON EACH AND COVER THEM WITH THEIR LIDS.
Now o FIND SOME DUST - MAYBE IN A WINDOWSILL OR ON TOP OF A BOOKCASE, OPRINKLE 4 LITTLE BIT OF
THIs DUsT ON JUST ONE piEcE OF BREAD, AND RECLOSE THE PETRI DISH. SEAL IT SHUT WITH THE TAPE.

Put ThHe PETRI DISHES IN A SAFE PLACE WHERE YOUNGER CHILDREN OR PETS CAN'T TOUCH THEM., Keer
TRACK OF WHICH HAS DUST AND WHICH HAS NO DUST,

Write down the date you started this experiment:

EVERY COUPLE OF DAYS, COME BACK AND LOOK AT THE PETRI DISHES, Do THIS FOR ABOUT A4 WEEK.

MOLDS ARe MEMBERS OF THE FUNGUS A Common Bread Mold
KINGDOM, JUST LIKE musHrooms,  MoLp

SPORES ARE VERY COMMON IN HOUSEHOLD
pusT. DOES YOUR BREAD MOLD SHOW ANY OF
THE FEATURES IN THIS PICTURE?

Spore cases

Tue SPORE CASES, in THIs ExampLE,

APPEAR A5 BLACK DOTS OR BALLS,

The HYPHAE Look Like crey FuzZ,

YOU MmAY SEE OTHER COLORS, TOO.




INSPECT THE BREAD BOTH WITH AND WITHOUT THE MICROSCOPE, Focus IN AT DIFFERENT LEVELS.
DoN’T OPEN THE PETRI DISH, AND WASH YOUR HANDS WHEN YOU ARE DONE, Recorp wHAT YOU sEE IN
THE CHART BELOW USING WORDS OR DRAWINGS,
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WHEN THIS EXPERIMENT IS OVER, YOU MAY PUT THE PETRI DISHES IN THE GARBAGE.





